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The SPEAKCER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2-COAL INDUSTRY.

Amalgamated Collieries, Ltd.

11r. WILSON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Onl what date did the Amnal-
gamated Collieries Ltd. apply for exemption
from thle "inanning by lAbour" clause pro-
visions, of their coal mining leases in West-
ern Australia? 2, Was the usual notice
posted at the 'Mining Registrar's office at
Collie notifying the public of such applica-
tion? If not, why not? 3, When were the
exemptions granted 7 4, is; he aware that on
the 11th November, 1931, an Arbitration
Court case was pending between the Ainalc
gamated Collieries Ltd. and the Collie Miners'
Union? 5, Is he aware that the Amalga-
mated Collieries Ltd. closed down the Westra-
lia mine on the 11th November, 1931, there-
by depriving 350 men of their livelihood? 6,
Will he cause an inquiry to be made into
the above and not allow ex parte statements
of one party to prejudice justice being done
to the miners?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, 11th November, 1931. 2, The application
was dealt with under Section 90 of the
Mining Act, 1904, which does not neces-
sitate the posting- of any notice. 3, 12th
November, 1031. 4, Yes. 5, 1 am aware that
the Westralin mine has been closed down
since tbe dispute arose. 6, It is not con-
sidered that any inquiry into the matter is
necessary.

Importations for Railways.

Mr. WVILSON asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:- 1, What was the tonnage of New-
castle or Eastern States coal brought into
Western Australia during the month ended
21st 'November for use on the railwa-ya9 2,
What was the price per ton in railway trucks
at ]Fremantle? 3, Was the coal referred to
for stock-replenishing or for immediate use
i 'olaperition with the local fuel?

The MTIN[STER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 4,254 tons. 2, 32s, 6d. per ton
ships slingsA. :Ns. 10d. }'remantle Harbour
Trust charge, per ton. 6d, per ton handling.
'36s. 10d. per ton. 3, Replenishment of
stock- 1( o aeu shortages consequent
on failure of Collie mines to supply the full
orders.

QUESTION-TIMB ER, WORKERS,
SUSTENANCE.

Mr. J. H. SM1ITH askied the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that between forty and fifty
mill employees on half time finished work
to-Say at Pemberton? 2, In view of the fact
that those men are destitute, will he issue
instructions to the local constable who con-
trols the Welfare Department, to place them
oil sustenance immediatelyI

The PREMITER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Ap-
plications will be dealt with in the usual
]nanner.

QUESTION-DALKEITH 'BUS ROUTE,
EXTENSION.

Mir. NORTH asiked the 'Minister for
Works: 1, Has he arrived at a decision as
to whether or not the Dalkeith 'bus route
A-hould be extended to the Claremont rail-
wvay station? 2, If so, what is the decision?

The MINiSTER FOR WTORKS replied:
1, No, for the reason that no application
has been received for an extension of the
Ilalkeith 'bus route to the Claremont rail-
way station. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-MINERS' PHTHISTS ACT,
AMENDING LEGISLATION.

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Minister for 'Mines: Can hie announce
whether a Bill to amend tile Miners'
Phithisis Act will he introduced this se-,sion?
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The MINISTER FOR 'MINES replied:
I do not think it will be possible to intro-
duce it this session.

QUESTION-PRIVATE MEMBERS'
BUSINESS.

M1r. COVER LEY (without notice) asked
the Premier: In Aiew of the fact that the
House has agreed that Government busine-:s
shall take precedence over private member'
business on Wednesdays, will he give hi1s
assurance that business of which private
members have already given notice, will
receive full consideration?

The PRENiIER replied: Yes. In reply
to the Leader of the Opposition, I have
already stated that private members' busi-
ness will be afforded every opportunity for
discussion,

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Administrator recei-,ed
and read notifying asent to tbe Stamp Act
Amendment Bill (No. 4).

BILL--TENANTS, PURCHASERS AND
MORTGAGORS' RELIEF' ACT

AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Introduced by 'Mr. Sleemnan and read a
first time.

BILAL-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

HON. A. MeCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[4.47], in moving the second reading, said;
This Bill is a simple one and involves a
single principle only. It deals with the
section of time Arbitration Act that providcs;
that the basic wage shall be adjusted quart-
erly according to the variation of the index
fig-ure;, as supplied by the Government
Statistician. In order to collect the infor-*
mation upon which to base the index figure,
the Government Statistician has agents in
important townrs throughout the State, rid
those agent-,supl)Py him with prices cover-
ing- certain commodities that are specified.
On the information so supplied, the Gov-
erneint Statistician bases his index figure

and as there is a variation in the prices sub-
mitted, so tin index figure fluctuates. At
present the basic wage is altered automiati-
caily each quarter on the basis of the figure5
supplied to the Government Statistician,
and on the index figure hie fixes. There is
no dismission; no one, appears before the
court:. the basiv wage is, altered merely by
a declaration of the court that there ha-;
been such and such an alteration. Neither
the unions nor the emiployers are Iieaxd n
the matter, and they have no0 opportunity
to state a case or argue the question out he-
fore the court. They are not informed v;
to the niature of the figtures on which the
order is based. From time to time, there
has been considerable discussion regarding
the basis upon which the statistician's eel-
eulation is made. There is no accusation
against that officer, but it is suggested that
the figures supplied are collected lutphaz.
ardly; in effect, furnished by the ollice
boy. It is suggested that those figures are
not really ant hentic and that the whole sys-
tern at its base is very loose. I have not
heard anyone say that the calculations of
the Government Statistician are at all openi
to question. No one will contend for one
moment that the work in the Statistical
Department is other than fair and above
board, and the index figure calculated on a
fair basis. It is at the root, the source of
his iiiformation, that complaints, have been
levelled.

Mr. H. W. Mann: You are remembering
in argument now?

Hon. A. 'MeCALLUM1: What argument?
Mr. 11, W. Mann: When I endeavoured

to secure an amendment that would have
resulted in this being done in a proper
schedule.

ion. A. McCALLTM: T do not know
about that.

Mr. H. W. Manln: You opposed it for
two hours.

Ion. A. McCALLUM: I do not think
the member for Perth (Mfr. H. W. Mann)
understands the point I amr making. The
hon. member's proposal that we opposed
bad nothing to do with the point I am mnak-
ing. Either I am involved in stating my
ease, or, on the occasion he alludes to, the
member for Perth did not make me under-
stand what he was driving at. My poit
is altogether different. The suggestion em-
bodied in the Bill is that the representa-
tive , of the Government Statistician in eaei'
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important town fromt which information k-
sought-there are 12 or 15 of them, and
there may be more now-shall, when they
supply that information, furnish copies of
iu to the nominee of the Employers' Federa-
tion ad to the A.L.P. in each town. That
will enable the bodies concerned to look
int0 the figures and make such representa-
tions to the Government Statistician as they
may deem tit. The Bill provides that that
officer shall take into cousideration the re-
presentations made to him, when he sup-
plies his figures to the court. That will
,give eaich side an opportunity to cheek the
details upon which the statistician's index
figure is based, If the figures supplied to
himi are disputed, the employers may argue
in one direction and the representatives of
time union in another, The Government
Statistician will be able to investigate the
position. Tt would appear to ine that widen-.
ing I he basis of the source of informiation
cannot but get nearer to the facts and the
truth. All that should be sought is that
the truth he laid bate, and that is what the
Bill aims at. We have no doubt at all thant
if the figures supplied to the statistician
are correct, his calculation. as, supplied to
the court, will be on absolutely unchallenge-
able ar-round. If that is done, it will obvi-
ate all argumtent as, to the authenticity of
the figures and inspire greater confidence in
the decisions of the court. Each side will
know that investigation has been made at
the souree, and that there has been oppor-
tunity to investigate and challenge and sub-
mit the respective viewpoints. The Bill
asks that when a representation is made,
the statistician shall take it into considera-
tion before compiling the statement. Thait
is not asking anything unreasonable. lit
most countries it has been the customn to
treat figures supplied to statisticians as
szecret. The custom has grown up over many
years, but only in recent years have the
statistician's figures been put to the im-
portant use of calculating wages, and thus
deciding the standard on which the indus-
trial workers shall live and rear their fami-
lies. In years gone by the statistician's
figures were not used for that purpose, hut
they are now used to cover a wider and
miore important field. NLo country outside
of Australia uses them for such a purpose.
When it is a matter of fixing the standard
of living for the industrial section of the
oomninnity from one end of the country to

the other, the people so vitally affected,
workers and employers, should be able to
examine the figures previous to the court
making its declaration. I remind members
that from the court's declaration there is
no appeal. Whatever may have been the
reasons for treating statistical information
as confidential, those reasons do not apply
in this instance. We are not asking that
the secrecy of the statistical law be abro-
g-ated, hut we are asking that the figures.
supplied to the statistician. for calculating
the basic wage shall be open to investiga-
tion. Industry is governed by the court's
decision; the standard of homes depends
uipon the figures, and it is only right that
each side should have an opportunity to
cbheek the figures on which such an import-
ant decision is based. I cannot see that
any harm can come from the proposal. It
would be simple to name a representative
in: Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Albany, Narrogin,
Bunbury and Ka tanning, for each represen-
tative to receive a copy of the figures, for
the representative to communicate with the
statistician, and for the statistician to con-
sider the representations previous to sup-
plying his figures to the court. The Bill
does break new ground, but we are getting
away from established customs. We broke
away fromt an established custom when we
decided to base wages on the statistician'8
11gures. The decision of the court should
he surrounded with safeguards that will
create confidence andI a renter sense of
security, and this will be the result if the
decision is based on sound and unchallenge-
able figures. The Bill involves only one
principle, and I hope the House will agree
to it. I move--

That the Bill be now read a seond time.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

B3ILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AM8ENDMENT

(No. 2).

Second Reading.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.50] in mov-
ing the second reading, said: This is a very
small Bill, and one that should meet with
ready approval. It does not affect taxa-
tion; indeed, it would be outside the pro-
vince of any member to introduce a measure
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for that purpose. The proposal is to allow
deductions for money donated to certain
charitable 311(1 public purposes, and to cor-
reet an anomaly ats between the Federal
and State Acts. Section 23 of the Federal
Act reads-

1. Tn calculating the taxable income of a
taxpayer, the total assessable incame derived
by the taxpayer shall be taken as a basis and
from it there shall be deducted,

(hi) (ii.) gifts of £1 and upwards made out
of the assessable inicome derived duriiig the
year in which the gifts arc niade to publllic
charitable institutioas in Australio

''Public charitable institution"~ mevns a
public hospital, a public benevolent institu-
tion and includes a public fuand e Aablisheil
and maintained for the purpose of providing
money for such institutiina or for the relict
of persorns in necessitous circumstances.

The Bill provides for deductions ats fol-
lows-

Gifts of £1 and upwards proved to the
satisfaction of the Commissioner to have
been made out of the assessable income de-
rived during the year in which the gifts are
made to any fund (subscriptions ta which
have been publicly invited) established for
the relief of persons in aecessitous circum-
stances.

The Minister for Lands: Your Bill goes
further than does the Federal Act.

Mir. SAMPSON: It is different, but the
Federal Act provides all that I ask under
this Bill. The Federal Act allows deduc-
tions of gifts of £1- and upwards when pro-
vided for certain charitable institutions and
particularly when provided for the relief of
persons in necessitous circumstances. That
phase is the one to which I specially direct
the attention of the House. I have discussed
the matter with the Deputy Commissioner
of Taxation, and while he did not display
any enthusiasm for the proposal, he agreed
that a similar deduction under State taxa-
tion would not involve added expense, be-
cause the work of checking, etc., necessitated
when dealing with Federal returns would
suffie for the State returns. An important
aspect is that by extending this considera-
tion we shall be encouraging philanthropy.
Charity is a sentiment that might properly
be developed by such means. One outcome
of the Bill should be that additional assist-
ance would be provided for unemployed
relief committees and thus the Government
would benefit. It wrould be unreasonable to
refuse the deductions suggested in the Bill,
and I do not think any objection will be
raised to granting them. On a previous oc-

cas.ion I introduced, a Bill for the sonie pur-
pose, hut there was a slight irregularity in
it. During the second-reading debate, the
Minister for Railways asked, by way of
interjection, "Why tax anyone on voluntary
giving?" I endorse the implication contained
in that interjection. The measure is one
which should receive the approval of every
member. If it results in increasing the
amounts made available to local unemploy-
ment relief committees, good will have been
done. The Bill also contains a provision
for deduction wvhere the piirlpose of the con-
tribution is for constructing, supporting or
inaintaining a public hospital in any part
of the State. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
dehate adjourned.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT

(No. 3).

Returned from the Council without amend-
meat.

BILL-HOSPITAL FUND ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Readling.

Debate resumed fri~rn the previous day.

HON. S. W. MUNSIE (Ifannans) [4.58]:
This is a very smnall Bill, containing only
seven clauses in all. The amendments
deal with three aspects, and to two of
them I have ILO objection whatever. When
the original Bill wvas unider consideration, I
mentioned that some encouragemniit should
ho given to people who were p-,epared to
make donations to hospitals. I expressed the
hope that the time had not conic when the
spirit of philanthropy would be killed en-
tirely as a result of our imposing a tax for
the maintenance of hospitals. Amuendmients
pro posed in the Bill make the necessary pro-
vision, and also provide for refunds being
made. The Act gives to a person who earns
not more than the basic wage the right to
free hospital treatment provided lie has paid
the hospital tax. The amendment the Mini-
ister has embodied in the Bill wipes out that
benefit. I admit he has left it to the discre-
tion of the board to grant this benefit if
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they so desire, but such discretionary power
existed prior to its being malde Compulsory
to contrihute to the hospitdl fund. When
the legislation was first brought down it con-
tained no benefit of this kind, but the Min-
ister subsequently amended the measure and
gave certain benefits to those who were earn-
ing only as mnuch as the basic wage. I am
opposed to that portion of the Bill which
affects those benefits. I know that in some
eases hospital boards are imposed upon.
That used to be the case in the old days.
People wvere constantly getting off soot free,
despite the hospital accommodation that had
been given to them, simply because they told
tales that they had not a penny in the -world.
Later on it w;as often discovered that
patients were in a position to pay. Under
existing conditions;, no matter how much a
man nua 'v earn either as a salary or a wage,
he must pay the hospital tax. The Act gives
few enough benefits to the taxpayers without
their being deprived of wvhnt they have as
is proposed by this Bill. The measuire

mnakes. it quite definite that, even if the hos-
pital board think that a man is eligible to
come uinder Section 11 of the Act and is en-
titled to free hospital treatment, he can still
be sued. That is going altogether too far.

Mr. Sampson: That would never be done
iii these eireumstances-

Honl. S. W. MNUNS [E: Then why give the
power to the board to do iT

Mr. Sampson: There is a lot of trickery
going on amongast different patients.

11nn. S. W. Mt"INSIE : That has always
been the ease. The MAinister himself referred
to a man who claimed that he had not earned
the basic wage in 12 months, and later on
was found to have an equity in a property to
the extent of £2,000. One swallow does not
make a sununer. Because there are cases, of
this, kind, there is no justification for turn-
ing the hospital committees and boards into
public inquiry agent-, so that they may find
out everything possible about people's busi-
kiess. If the Minister il drop this par-
ticular amendmvent, I will support him in
respect to the other two. We ought to give
every encouragement to people to subscribe
to oar hospitals. Sinre the tax has beeni in
operation, sonmc persons have made dona-
tions to these institutions, although they
have been paying the tax. The Bill pro-
vides that in such eases they can. get a re-
fund of the hospital tax they have paid, but
not to a greater extent than the amount of

the tax they would be entitled to pay. The
Mfinister ought to have explained -why be
wants to cut out the only benefit the Act
provides. He wishes to delete the word
"benefit" in both instances where it occurs
and insert the word "exemption." The ex-
emption comes in after certain proof has
been obtained that a person is entitled to
free treatment. The MNinister ought to de-
vise some other means whereby he can pen-
alise people, who are discovered to have de-
frauded a hospita] or have made a false
statement concerning their earnings. In that
respect I would be with him, but I am op-
posed to cutting out the only beneft now
given by the Act. If the Bill goes through
as it stands, a married man, who may have
been earn ing nothing for two years and sub-
sequently may be engaged on part-time
work, can he sued for hospital treatment if
it is found that either he or his wife has £C25
put away. If the court is of opinion that
this; man can pay somnething, a verdict to that
effect can be returned.

MAlr. Sampson: If a man can pa'y, without
sit iering, should he not be calle Upon to
do so?

Hon. S. IV. IAUNKSIE .I want to stop
people from imposing upon hospitals, but
I have a great objection to depriving every-
one of any benelits contained in the Act be-
cause of the iiisderneaniours: of a few. The
Bill goes altogether too far. The benefits
people get from the payment of this tax are
not anything like what they ought to be. I
oppose the second reading.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [5.10]:
I congratulate the Minister, and the officers
of the department upon the smooth running
of the machinery established under the Hos-
pital Fund Act. I am, however, disap-
pointed that the Minister has not 1)rovided
for the ease that was brought under his
notice some tinie ago in Katanning, and also
under the notice of tile Chief Secretary,
who visited that cenitre. Members of the
local road board, and the people generally,
are of opinion that some consideration
should be given to the district because of
time fact that some years azo the local au-
thority was induced to provide, on a fifty-
fifty basis, for the construction of the Rat-
tuning public hospital. The Hospital Fund
Act hats since come into existence and pro-
vides for a dual contribution from the rate-
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payers. The rood board contend that a
promise was made by the e-MNinister for
Works that, if such a tax was brought in
provision would be made for an exemption
from or an allowance in the taxation in re-
lation to the contribution, frout the local
road board. A deputation waited upon the
Chief Secretary some time ago. The Kat-
anming Road Board contended that the
ratepayers were unduly taxed to pay for
the hospital building, when they also had
to pay the hospital tax. The hoard did not
begrudge paying a fair share of taxation,
but the tax for the building was a special
impost not borne by other districts which
might have bad similar hospital facilities.
They trusted the Mlinister would give special
consideration to the request, but, should the
Government remain obdurate, it was re-
quested that, as an alternative to any relief,
being given, a reduction of interest payable
on the amount claimed from the hoard lie
considered. In his reply the Chief Secre-
tary said the matter did not come within
his jurisdiction. If it could be considered
that a former Minister of the Crown had
made a promise of the remission of half the
cost of the building in the event of a hos-
pital tax being introdnced, althongh it was
not in writing, his Government 'was mn
honour bound committed to that promise. -
He thought the question should he submitted
to the then Minister for Works (Hon. A.
McCallum), and action taken in accordance
with any statement that gentleman mnight
be pleased to make. The most he could do
was to bring the matter before the respon-
sible Minister. I hope the Minister for
Health has been able to go into this ques-
tion. It seems most unfair that the rotepay-
crs of dktrietsz where hospitals are provided
should ha called upon to contribute to the
cost of such institutions, and receive no
benefit from such contributions.

The 'Minister for Health: Although they
have entered into an agreement to pay the
interest and sinking fund.

31r. PIE SSE: At that time this legisla-
tiozi was not on the statute-hook. T know
of many instances of people in very poor
circnmstances who have had to pay this tax.

The 'Minister for Health: How much do
they, pay.

Mr. PIESSE: That can be discovered
from the records of the department.

The M1inister for Health: The amount
would be very small.

Mr. PIE SSE: At any rate, there i5j a
dual tax; and I do not think it is the
intention of P~arliamhent that people should
pay a dual tax, especially if they receive
no benefit. 1 trust the Minister will look
into the ease put uip by the Katunaing
Road Board, with a view to ince ting the
request mnade.

HON. m., r. TROY (Mont Magnlet)
[5.16] : I also protes;t against the amend-
ment, which takes away from people in re-
ceipt of less than certain incomes the right
to treatment at hospitals. It amounts to
absolute repudiation of the promise made
by the Government when the parent .\ct
was introduced. Apparently there is no
obligation now on any membler of the Go-
vernment to respect a promise. There has
been a process of repudiating one principle
after another. When the original Act was.
introduced, members, protested that a hos-
pital tax was being imposed on L'be comn-
munity without any corresponding benefit.
The Act was a measure for the nisinten-
anee of hospitals and the creation of a
hospital fond. One would think that
people contributing to the upkeep of hos;ni-
tals -wouldi receive some corresponding
benefit. hut it hnQ bpen found that the mna-
jorifv of people derive no beneft notwith-
standinz their contributions4. Tn the ease
of other institutions to which we contri-
hute, we get benefits. We pay in~omie tax
bec-anse the administration of the country
could tnt he carried oin 'without it. This
is the one pieve of legislation which im-
poses taxation -without any heniefit. All
the Act does is to relieve the Treasurer
of responSibility for hospital finance. Thle
principle of taxation without some perszonal
benefit is strenuously objected to. Tf the
ordinary taxpayer is to pay for his 1hospi-
tal treatment, why should 'he pay into a
hospital fund ats well 1 Why shoold he
pay, double 9 A married man in receipt of
more than t220. and a single mann in re-
ceipt of more than £C156, per aninum. mu4t
now pay the full cost of hospital treat-
ment. The people were assuredl when thiq
legislation was first introduced that they
would reeive corresnonding benefits. with-
out ny question whatever: hut now the
opposite proves to be the ease. The anienrl-
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lag Bill provides for exemption either in
part or in whole. The cost of hospitals is
nlow borne entirely by the community pay-
ing taxation on their incomes, salaries and
wages. The Government have got from
under. I repeat, the principle of imposing
taxation without giving some correspond-
ing benefit is wrong. It is utterly wrong
now to deprive the poorest section of the
community of the benefits of the Act. If
they have £20 put away in the bank, they
are deprived of those benefits. The Go-
v-erment were badly advised to introduce
this Bill.

MR. SLERMAN (Fremantle) r5.201: I
hope the Bill will not pass in its present
form. Its first part is especially unfair,
doing away altogether with the mlaximnin
income a man may earn and still receive
free treatment. If the Minister is after
what be terms iniposters, he should 11-1
some other way of doing it. If it can be
shown that a person receiving free hogp;-
tal treatment has a considerable amount
of money, appropriate steps can be taken.
!Suppose a man earning less than the maxi-
mum, but having £40 or £E50 in the bank
goes into hospital for free treatment, what
is to happen ? From some Government
departments a man cannot obtain any re-
lief if his children happen to have a few
pounds in the money box. The principal
Act is on a wrong basis. The measure in-
troduced by the ex-Minister for Health
provided that every person taxed should
receive some benefit. The present Minister
for Health would do well to amend the Act
correspondingly. The present Bill is more
one for Committee discussion than for
second reading* debate. I shall do all I
can to ensure that the first part of the Bill
is not enacted.

MR. SAICSON (Swan) [5.22): 1 sup-
port the Hill. Having had a good deal of
experience of hospitals, I know that hun-
dreds of accounts are written off. They
are invariably written off where there is
distress. I have never known of a case
where, distress having been proved, action
was taken to secure pVment. It some-
times happens, however, that a man who
is not in receipt of the basic wage possesses
a good deal of property, while his living
costs are low. Such a man is quite capable

of paying something for hospital treat-
ment. J look at this matter from the
standpoint of those who are in distress
arid need hospital service. If that service
is to be exploited by those who are able
to pay for it, or partly pay for it, it will
be a bad look-out for those unable to pay' .
Iknow the position us regards many com-

mittee hospitals. In connection with every
committee hospital there has to be a baud
of hard workers striving to keep the hospi-
tal open and enable it to carry on.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The committee hospi-
tals do not want this provision, by any
means.

The Minister for Health: Yes, they do.
They are asking for it.

Hon. M4. F. Troy: No, they are not.
Mr, SAMPSON: I am amazed at the

statement of the member for Mouint Mag-
net (Fron. Al. F. Troyi, because I know1
something of eorrmitt~ee ibospital. it
would be improper to contradict the hon.
member. but neverthelpsq I must cypress
doubt as to the correctness of the state-
ment that the committee hospitals do not
desre any payment.

Hon. M4. F. Troy: I represent quite a
n,nher of them. an 1 I know. You do not
represent one of them.

Mr. S kMPSON: I do not represent one,
but I am closqly in touch wtth two It is
not necessary that a committee hns-ital
sl'o-,d be in my eleetoratn in order that I
qlbo,,ld srpecinte th . position

Hon. M4 n' Trwy: onu have no personal
contact with them, either.

TM r. SAMPSON: Yes, I have very close
personal contact with them. I be'ieve this
Bill will do a great deal for thnse who
are sick. On varions occasions I ha-e, in-
quired into cases, and I say that wrhere a
straght-forward statement is made there
is no need for the patient or his relatives
to have any fear.

Hon' S.' W. Munsie: I know of many
eases where conscientious people on £3 a
week struggled to pay hospital accounts nx
the rate of half-a-crown a month.

Mr. SAMPSON: Those who are straight-
fonvard need have no fear. If a true state-
mnent has been made as to the circumstances
being necessitous, there is no danger of
action by any hospital authority. The man
who is honest need feel no apprehension as
to the examination made into his circum-
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stances, but there are many cases where!
attempts are made to put it over those in
charge of hospitals. Some people have oh-
sohitely no consideration whatever, and the
hospitals are struggling to provide services
which are exceedingly expensive. Those who
are sick in pocket as well ar in body and
go to a hospital ust receive consideration,
but if the Mfinister is not given this Bill
many of our hospitals will suffer severely.

'.%r. Waubrough: The 'Minister has the
nlecessary power under the present Act.

Mr. SAMPSON: As to donation;, that
suggestion will, I am s-are, meet with a
great deal of favour. I believe the Minis-
ter has given more thought to the first part
of the Bill. The mian who is indigent will
not be injured by the measure, but the mall
guilty of trickery and misstatements should
be required to pay. In the interests of
those wvho are sick and unable to pay, that
is essential.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) ([5.30): I
also will oppose the Bill. I know of a
case where a person was -written to and
asked for his earnings. He gave a state-
ment as to what he had earned in the period,
I think it was f170 for the year. Then the
department wrote back saving he would be
expected to pay, and asking him in what
instalments he could paty.

The Minister for Health: This does not
interfere with that.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, it does. In view
of the manner in which the Minister put up
the Bill last evening, one would scarcely
recognise the Bill before us.

The Minister for Health: I merely want
to leave them a few discretionary powers.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Your Bill cuts out
the benefit altogether.

',%r. WITHERS: If one had not read
the Bill, he would have token the Minister's
word as to the intention behind the Measure.
But the 13111 does not show that intention.
If it is intended to reach those people who
try to get at the hospitals, the clause will
re quire to be amended. I aim not prepared
to say that people with a fair amount of
money in the hank should he exempt from
the panyment of hospital fe . But a per-
son might have in the hank only a few
pounds. Where are we going to fix the
limit? Shall it he £25 or 09 T do not
reallyv know which person should he entitled
to pay. and which should hep exempted fromn

payment. How are we going to say what
the liability shall be? It is not determin~-]
in the parent Act, nor in the Bill either;
it is purely discretionary. I hope the I.Nin-
ister will not proceed with the Bill.

Mfr. MARSHALL: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

MR. M.ARSHALL (Murchison) [3.82]:
1 am sorry the 'Minister is pressing the pas-
sage of the second reading. Ile certainly
has not given members veryN inuch time i
which to digest the Bill. From the reading
I have been able to give it, I should say it
is much more serious than most members
appreciate. The Bill places in the hands of
the authorities power, not to persecute at
person in lowvly circumstances who may
have a few pounds of savings, hut to take
such a person to court and prosecute him
to the end that he shall make contribution,
even though it be only a small contribu-
cion. One need not have even £10O in the
hank, and he may have been out of work
for 12 Months. Thea he suddenly finds
himself in hospital. The Bill proposes that
notwithstanding the liabilities that have
been accruing on that man while he was
out of work, so long as the Minister tan
get !him to court and show that he is now
in receipt of £130 per annum, the unfor-
tunate man will be made to contribute
something to the hospital. That is the
whole idea in the Bill, that a man may bo
taken to court.

Hon. S. W. %Iunsie: He may prove thU
he is entitled to go into the hospital.

Mr. MARSHALL: It makes no differ-
ence; they can take himu into court and
make him contribute to the hospital. No,
matter what his commitments may he nor
to what extent he may be already ia debt,
under the Bill they can still make him con-
tribute something to the hospital. The
passage of the parent Act was secured on
the pleadings, of the 'Minister and the Gov-
ernment that benefits would be derived byv
contributors to the hospital fund. That
wvas the principle in the parent Act, and
the Government used it to the limit and
led the people to believe that if they were
conmpelledl by law to pay the hospital fund1
tax, certain benefits would accrue to them.
Now when the Act has been in operation
only 12 months, the Minister come., along
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with this amending Bill to deprive the peo-
pie of even the benefits that they had. Had
he contented himsnelf with repealing the
benefits under Section 12 of the Act, one
would have been able to attack him onl that
point; but he has gone a step further and
made it possible to persecute people if they
are suspected by a departmental officer-
some of whom are particularly officious and
Incking in mercy-of being able to pay.

Thtis the position. Those people will be
called up simply because they are found to
have been emlployed when taken to the hos-
pital for treatment. No consideration will
be paid to their commitments in conse-
iuenee of their having lost their employ-
went, and having had to get into debt and
go short of clothes. The Minister can still
drag a few pounds out of them for hospital
treatment, a policy that would have pre-
eluded tile passage of the parent Act had
it been foreseen. Nor do I subscribe whole-
heartedlly to the second portion of the Bill,
when we come committee-controlled hos-
pitals, for I do not know that it is alto-
gether just and fair. The second portion
of the Bill provides for relief to those who
make donations in cash to the hospitals,
other than those who insure against pay-
treat for hospital treatment. I should like
to know from tine Minister why lie has ex-
emptted those people. At 'Wiluna every
manl working in the mine subscribes
£5 12s. 8d. per annumn for hospital treat-
ment.

The Mfinister for Health: It is a system
of insurance.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: Yes, but on top of
this insurance panyment, every man has to
pay' the hospital tax. You do not exempt
himu from that. Up there we have men
imaintaining families 713 miles from this
cap~ital city, and paying 2s. 2d. per week
and( so practically maintaining the hospital
there.

The Mlinister for Health: Did you say we
were not paying anything to that hospital?

Mr. 'MARSHALL: No, but the insignifi-
cant contribution by the State would be en-
tirely' inadequate were it not for the con-
tributions by' the men. All over the gold-
fields the men pay into the hospitals. Do
the people of York do it?

The 'Minister for Health: Yes.
Mr. "MARSHALL: Do they pay as much

as 2.q. 2d1. per week?
The 'Xmiier for Health: No.

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course not. Un-
der the Bill, if I were to pay £5 cash to a
hospital I should get some consideration.

The Minister for Health: No, you have
tnt rend the Bill.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, perhaps I have
got a little mixed there.

The Minister for Health: Yes, you have
said enough, you have played to the gallery
long enough.

Mir. MARSHALL: I am nlot playing to
the gallery, inor to the Minister, for all his
smile.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The .1inistei's
smile is not in the Bill.

.. MARSHALL: Nor is it on the Bill.
Provision is made for a rebate to those
who have given donations to hospitals. I
resent that. I represent anl electorate where
hospital contributions are liberally given.
When first I came to the State, this system
was in existence onl the goldfields, but not
in any other part of the State.

The Minister for Health: Yes, Collie has
done it.

2\L-. MARSHALL: And I believe among
the timber mills they have a similar system.
But the goldfields people inaugurated the
system decades ago, and through it they
practically maintain their hospitals. Yet
they get no consideration whatever from the
Government.

Thne Ministcr for Health: Why, some of
the hospitals get tip to £700 or £800 a year
from the Government.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is all very well,
but others of them get very little. In any
event,lIam talking of the hospital funds
that are maintained by the people of the
goldfields and those in the timber industry.
The goldfields were the first to initiate this
form of insurance; yet when this Bill comes
along they are to get no consideration what-
ever, the tax is still to be imposed on them.
And now the Minister says he proposes to
cut out what benefits are given under the
Act.

Air. Sampson: This does not affect the
goldfields people who are supporting their
hospitals.

Mre. MARSHALL: They have to pay the
hospital fund tax, and make their own local
contributions as well. Under the Bill, no
relief is to be given to them. The intention
behind the Hill is to compel every person, no
matter what his liabilities and commitments
may lbe, to pay for his hospital treatment.
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THE INISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
C. G. Isthani-York-ia reply) [5.45]: Hion.
members seem to have taken a wrong view
of the Bill. The idea is to try to clear up
anomalies that have been found to exist, and
tf equalise the fund. When I moved the
second reading, probably I did not give in-
stances that 1 mnight well have quoted. Take
two patients that are side by side in a
hospital, one in receipt of £230 a year, and
owning a house, and the other on £250 a
year without house property. The man on
£250 a year is worse off than the man in
receipt of 230, in that he has to pay the
tax whilst the other does not pay. One
man receives free treatment and the other
does not. I am surprised at the member for
Hannans, who has administered the Hos-
pitals Act of this State longer than anyone
else in this Chamber, saying that he knows
of many instances -where there has been un-
fair treatment by hospital committees. The
only instance I know of is that of the old-
age pensioner who died and left a* small
property to his daughter. I consider that
the department is the most sympathetically
conducted in the State. That is no credit
to mse; it reflects credit on the system.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: I never had a case
of hardship before me whilst I was Minister
that did not get relief from the department.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not think the lion, member know vecry mue n
of the difficulties. This is what Section 12
of the Hospital und Act says-

Every person claiming hospital benefit
under Section 11 of this Act shall produce a
certificate from the Commissioner of Tax&-
tis or the department; or a certificate in a
prescribed form from an employer or paying
officer, in eases where contribution is col-
lected pursuant to Section 9, or such other
means as may be prescribed.

These people must get certificates. Pro-
bably they have been working for a dozen
employor . We want to give authority to
the local committees to say whether a man
can pay or cannot pay. We have laid down
a hanrd and fast rule that a married man in
receipt ot* £230 hball he excluded from pay. v
merit and the man on £250 shall pay. A
single person on £150 is excluded from pay-
ment, but the man drawing £151 must pay.
We want to Fay to the committees that so
long as they mnanage the hospitals well the
flovernment will not interfere with them,
and will provide them 'with the difference
between their revenue and expenditure. I

do not know of any place where fairer or
better treatment is meted out to patients in
hospitals than is the case in this State. I
do not like the suggestion that there is an
ulterior motive behind the Bill. In all pro-
bability the bon. member opposite may again
be administering the Hospital Fund Act, and
I would not suggest that anything was likely
to be done that was not perfectly honest.

Mr. Sleeman: You want to stop the man
on £230.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No-
thing of tile kind. There are many people
paying to-day who might he excluded from
coming under the operation of the Act.

Mr. Sleeman; Then lberalise it.
The 'MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We

are trying to give the committees discre-
tionary power to do so.

Hon. S. NY. M.Nunsie: You compel people
to pay when they are entitled to free treat-
ment.

The -MINISTER FORl HEALTH: The
hon. member said, whten we included the
£236 and £150 class, that that would be
giving the worker nothing. If we are giving
them nothing, why all this opposition?

Hon. S. W. M1unsie: Because the basic
wage has fallen about 13s. since then.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
Furry that has happened, but it has nothing
to do with the position.

Hon. S. NV. Munsie: You fixed it under
the basic wage.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
could have used the words "basic wage" if
we had desired to do so.

Mr. Sleenlan: You know that the workers
on pa'rt time are taxed?

The MIINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
wre collect 1!jd. from them, hut I have heard
more complaints in this House than I have
from outside.

AIr. Sleeman: Have you had any applica-
tions for refunds?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
and I have tried to make it easier for them.
There have been two requests for refunds,
and I have given instructions that they shall
be made. Bunt under the Act as it is we
cannot mnake refunds.

Mr. Sleemian: The Act provides for re-
fands to bf- made.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No-
thing of the tort. Rend the clause, and sce
whetber that is, possible. All the Fntne I
am Anxious to do the right thing-. ConiCer-
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ing the trying period that we hava! gone
through, 1 venture to say that the hospitals
of the State have given satisfaction far in
excess of what was ever expected. The
member for Katanning raised the 4iuestion
of dual taxation in his electorate. Some
misunderstanding did arise between the then
Minister for Health and the people ol'
Katanning. I have had the opportunity of
perusing the notes taken of the npeechles
mnade by Mr. McCallum, who was then Min-
ister for Works, and M1r. Munsie, wulo was
M1inister for Health, and in no ins tance did
they give any undertaking. If suell had
been given I would have done my best to
carry out the undertaking. Some insun-
derstanding I believe did arise, but to-day
the people of Katanaing want to throw the
responsibility on the fund, and the flw'] is
not in a position to mecet ally iinaneial re-
sponsibility. The Government of the day
Ni'ere very lenient to the Katannina lpeople,
inasmuch as they actually faund the cash
to enable Katanniung to build a hospital
there.

Hon S. WV. Munsie: Arid .)ther townj3 had
to finld half Nhe cost of their buildings.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
All Kittanninlg had to find was interest and
sinking fuind to be spread over a. period ol.
years. Jf it be not been for the gener-
osity and the interest dkpolnyedl by the
people, the Government would never have
built hospitals in many country towns.
O'rerally soenqkirg, we are extremely lurky
to he able to mn.-ntain the hospitals as sat-
isfactorily as ire are doing. T repeat that
I went through the notes and the Press re-
port, and was unable to find anythint- to
bear out what the member for Katonniing
said. If such a contract had been made,
the Government would have honoured it,
but tso far as I call see no such contraet.
was made. Tile only contract was that V&1
people of Katanuing would accept liability
for half the cost of the hospital. tOther-
wise the hospital would not have beetibuilt.
The ques9tion has been raised that we are
taxing everybody so as to provide huj-pital
accommodation, and that we are not able
jto give everyone the benefit of free treat-
meat. I hove looked through the notes that
the inerahei' for Hannans used when he
made a speech, iii introducing his Bill, uinder
which hie was going to provide O9e a day
for every person using a hospital. I am,
glad that the House did not pass that Bill.

If it had been passed, we would have beea
ii: a hopeless mess.

Hon. S. WV. Munsie: We were not tax-
ing the people to benefit the revenue.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not hesitate to suggest that the Treasurer
of the day was as caref ul in getting in all
the money he could as anyone else who
might have been occupying that positicen.
At the present time every penny-piece goex
towards the maintenance of the hospitals.
The mioney is not spent outside the hospitala
as, the balance sheet on the Table of the
House will show.

Hon. S,. W. M1unsie: Your income has not
come up to expectations.

The MiNISTER FOR HEALTH: It has
not. The money is not being diverted to
any other but hospital use. Of course there
are many who are taxed without getting any
benefit. All this taxation that has been ia-
posed, most of us will agree, is wvell ex-
peiided when it is devoted to looking after
those i~io are not able to look after them-
selves. I know the member for Bunhury
has not read the Bill at all, because he made
certain suggestions wvhich are not in acuzord
with the proposals before the House. I
giv-e members an assurance that it is pro-
posed to extend the benefits so that they
miay be made easier for the worker.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:

Noes .. . .16

%ajority for

Mfr. Angelo
Mr. Barnard
Mr. Brown
M r. tansy
Mr. Ferguson
11r. Kenan
Mr. l~nihakm
Mr. lUndeay
Mr. 14. WV. MAn Fl
Mr. J1. T. Mainn
Mr. MeLartr
Sir James Mitebell

Mr. ollier
Mfr. Coverlrv
Mr. ('nningliam
Mr. Hegney
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Lnmond
Mrt. MArshill
Nflr. qrrn,T~ip
Mr. Millington

., 7

AynS.
Air. Parker
Ntr. Pntrirk
Mr. Piesso
Mr. Pirbardrin1
Mr. Snmponn
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. J. H-. Smith
Mfr. *T. 1r. Smith
Mir. Thorn
M r. Wellst
Mr. North

(Teller.)

Mr. Munsle
Mr. Pnnton
'r. R'-eman

?,r. Troy'
Mr. CV. rsabrannc
Mr. Wi thers
N1r. Baphaci

t(Tellter. I

Question thus passed.

'Bill read a second time.

[26 _\O 'F'NIBEN, 1931.:
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BlIL-DEBT CONVERSION
AGREEMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

Order of tine day read for the resumption
front the previou,. day of the debate onl
the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commrittee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Standing Oders Suspenpsion.

Onl motion by the Premier, so much of the
Standing- Orders srspended as, to enable the
'Rill to pas,; its remaining stage at this
sitting.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council;.

BILL-SECESSION RErERENDUM.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Choir; the Pre-
mier in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4-agreed to.

Clause 5-Issue of writ for referendum:

Hon. W, T). JTOHNrSON: I move anl
amendment-

That ini line 2 (if Subelause 1. after
"'ballot'" the words ''on a c-.uipulsory basis''
be inserted.

The Minister for Railways :That will
necessitate quite a number of other clauses
being inserted in the Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister
need not worry about that. I saw the Par-
liamentary Draftsman with a view to hav-
ing tine necessary clauses prepared, so that
the vote might he taken on at compulsory
basis. tUnfortiately, that ollicer was, ex-
tremely busy and was nut able to get the
clauses, rendy. 1 suggest that 1 move the
amendment and if the Committee approve
of a compulsory vote being taken, the other
clauses neessary canl be inserted when the

Bill is before the Council. I do not know
that much argument is necessary to explaia
what I desire. If we are to have a vote,
it should be such as will command respect.
114less voting be made compulsory, no
doubt enthusiasm will be displayed by the
secessionists, but those who oppose the
withdrawal of the State from Federation
will. not take any active part in the ballot.
Propaganda and mueetings will be indulged
4n by the Dominion Leagute. bitt there is no
organisation to prepare the case on behalf
of those opposed to secession. People who
vote at general elections know that their
votes will be effective, but so many people
realise that votes cast on the secession ques-
tion will have no effect, and they ridicule
the whole idea.

Th*. PFESSE: I do not wish to speak to
the amtendment, bitt I would like to ask the
Premier if he will give his assurance that
the referendum will be held at an early date
aind before the Federal unifiration referen-
duin.

The PREMIER: I cannot give that as-
surance. Regarding the aniendirient, I should
welcomue the suggestion of the mnenmber for
(iuildford-Mlidland, srcing that lie is ara
opponent of the Bill.

Sitting suspended from 6.1.; to 7.30 p.m~.

The PIRE-MIER: If a referendum were
taken nder the Federal law, the voting
would he compulsory. As I am a supporter
of the Bill, I do not see how I can object
to the voting being made compidsorv.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is the sensible
view.

The PREMIER: I ani prepared to accept
the amendwent.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 6-Question to be submitted to
the electors:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have several
amendments on the notice paper, but only
one principle is involved: the rest of the
amendments are consequential. I move an
amendment-

That there be qdded to the question to he
submitted to the electors the following ques-
tion:-''Are you in favour of a convention
of representatives of the Australian States
being suimirned for the pnurpose of proposing
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such alterations in the Constitution of the
Comnonwealth as may appear to such con-
vention to be neesayl

The Government can hardly oppose the
putting of this additional question.

The Premier: 'We have asked for a ton-
vention often enough.

Hon, P. COLLIER: We have, hut we
have not been able to ascertain the views
of tbe people on such a question. I con-
sider that the method of obtaining relief
proposed in the Bill will not afford relief,
and my suggestion is an alternative.

The Minister for Railways: Difficulty
would arise if people voted for both.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think any-
one who voted "Yes"~ ou the fire question
could consistently vote "Yea" on the second
question.

Mr, Keenan: Why not?
Hon. P. COLLIER: How could hie?
Mr, Keenan: A second string.
Hon. P. COLLIER: A voter could take

the view that he favoured separation as a
way out of our difficulties, hut there is anl-
other way and that is to amenif the Consti-
tution.

Mr. Keenan: If we cannot get the first,
get the second.

Ron P. COLLIER: Some people might
vote "Yes" on both questions.

Mr. Keenan: Then how would you count
the votes?7

Hon. P. COLLIER: A large number of
people who could not conscientiously vote
"4yes"~ on the first question might still be
dissatisfied with Fe!deration and its effects on
Western Australia. They would vote "no"~
on the first question and "yes" on the second.
There is a big section of public opinion
between the seceessionists and the anti-
secessionists, and should not they have an
opportunity to express their view? They
could indicate that they did not approve of
breaking away from the Federation but that
they were dissatisfied with the Constitution
and desired amendments.

Mr. Keenan: If we do not get a conven-
tion, what is the alternative?

Hon. P. COLLIER: What is the alterna-
tive for the people who vote "yes" on the
first question?

Mr. Kteenan: A convention.

lion. P. COLLIER: No.
Mr. Keenan: Yes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If a majority of our
people favoured a convention, I am certain
that a majority of the people of South Aus-
tralia and Tasmania would also urge a con-
vention, and I believe Queensland and Vic-
toria would also favour it. With three
States or mnore requesting a convention, who
would deny it?

Mir. J. MacCallumn Smith: What guarantee
is there thalt we would get a convention?

Hon. P. COLLIER:- Undoubtedly South
Australia and Tasmania would support r,
proposal for a convention.

The Minister for Railways : So would
Quieensland.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and I believe
Victoria also. With a majority of the States
favouring a convention, we would get it.
How canl members consistently oppose the
amiendment? They want the question of
secession submitted to the people, and they
cannot logically deny the people the right to
express an opinion onl someo other method
of overcoming the State's disabilities.

T1he MAinister for Railways: If I were an
ardent secessionist, I *ould say I would
either end or miend it, said would vote for
both. A mian who voted "yes" onl the first
question and "no" on the second would be
a muadman.

Ron. P. COLLIER: But iaay 'people
could vote "no" onl the first question and
"yes%" oil the second. The yea or nay of the
people is the governing factor, and we should
submit the alternative ni ethod.

The PREMIER: I do not see that even
anl ardent secessionist could object to the
s-econd question. being asked. If the people
voted "ves" to both questions and a conven-
tion was denied to them, that would
strengthen the cause of secession. Those
who are secession ists would vote "yes" to
the first question, and probably "no" to the
second. By means of compulsory voting
we shall get a fair expression of opinion
from the people. I do not see how we can
object to the amendment. Time and again
we have asked for a convention, but have not
been able to get it. I believe we shall get
Tasmania and Victoria with us, as well as
South Australia. I hope the amendment
will be agreed to.

Mr. J, M1acCailun SMITH: I should like
lo have a ruling as to whether this amend-
ment is in order and in conformity with the
Title of the Bill. The Bill contains no ref-
erence to a convention.
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The CHAIRMAN : The amendment is
quite in order. If it is carried, it will be
necessary to alter the Title of the Bill.

Mr. KEEXAN: I regret I cannot support
the amendment. It would. lead to a lot of
confusion. Many electors may rote- in the
affirmative on both questions. If that is so,
how is the vote to be counted from the point
of view of the question of secession 9

The Minister for Railways: One is not a
negative of the other.

Mr. KEEI'AN : How will the vote be
counted3 The electors may be divided into
three sections, one wanting separation,
another being dissatisfied with Federation
and wanting a convention, and the other
made up of persons who are satisfied with
existing conditions.

The Minister for Works: And there is a
fourth, the unifleationists.

3r. KEENAN: They may he left out for
the moment. I cannot imagine any Western
Australian being a unifleationist unless he is
ordered to be one.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: It would not be difb-
cult so count the ballot pal:. is of those in
Western Australia who mighit vote for uni-
fication.

M1r. KEENAN: There are people who)
do not think a convention would he of
any use, seeing that it would he made up
of representatives appointed on the popu-
lation basis and this State would he in a
minority. If the vote is affirmative on
both questions, will it be said that the
people have voted in favour of secession 3
The object of the Bill is to get an exprcs-
sion of opinion on the subject of secession.
If we submit another question which de-
feats. that object we shall be spending
money for nothing. Evidently the Leader
of the Opposition is dissatisfied with Fede-
ration as it has worked out to-dlay. If he
coiuld not get a convention on the lines
that would suit him namely with equal re-
presentat'on for all States but got one that
was swamped hy the Eastern States what
would his position 'be then?" Would he
sav. "if I cannot get any good as a result
,of the convention T will go for secession 9"
If that is his frame of mind will he write
"vyer" to the second question and add
"iTf th~e 'yes' is not effective I will cancel
MV Vote and write 'Yes' for the first ques-
tion."1 If he gets no redress from a con-
-vention, is he goingf to allow things, to re-

"lain as they are ? He would be the latst
man to confess that any difficulty could
not he overcome. He would say that if the
convention was of no use he would adopt
sonic other means to overcome the diffi-
culty, namely, secession.

Hon. P. Collier: I have ne ver gone so
far as that.

Mr. KEENAN: I hope you will.
Hon. P. Collier: I will not.
Mr. KEENAN. The Leader of the

Opposition is progressing and is getting
nearer to it. If the amendment is carried
we shall be placed in a position of hopeless
obscurity as to the opinion of the people
on secession. Mfany will vote "yes" to
both questions. What will the returning
officer say is the result of the referendum Y
We ought not to incur the expenditure if
we are not going to get the results 'we
want. If wre arc going to spend the money,
let us do so in such at way tha't we can
get a definite answer. I hope the Premier
will reconsider the matter.

The MINIlSTER FOR RA-TIWAYS: The
member for Nedlands is illogical to-night.
It would be posible to submit a number
of questions to the electors in such a way
that if they voted "yes"' on all of them
each would be treated as a separate mat-
ter. 'Many persons holding prominent pub-
lie positions in this State have not de-
clared themselves on the question of seces-
sion. They do not feel that the time has
arrived when the State should take such
a strong stand as to refuse to remain in
the Federation. If the member for Ned-
lands could get behind a. secret ballot he
would find that a number of returned sol-
diers are ardent Western Australians hult
would not vote for separation. The issue
cannot always be decided by noise. Ag-
grieved people Will always make the most
noise.

Hont. F. Collier: It generally comes from
the minority.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Many people will vote "no)' to secession,
hut will be glad of the opportunity to ex-
press their disagreement with Federation
as it operates to-day. If both questiong
are submitted to the eletors we shall not
get the majority that some people antici-
pate in favour of secession but we should
get such a large number of votes for a con-
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vntion as to encourage the other States to
take a similar step. By this means it may
be possible to have the Federal Constitu-
tion so amended as to maintain our right
to govern ourselves within our own spheres.
I cannot see anything in conflict between
the two questions. I doubt whether we are
likely to get what we are aiming at by a
severance from the rest of Austrnlia. At
the same time I am very dissatisfied with
the treatment we have re:ceived from the
Commonwealth. But if I get no other or)-
portunity, I will vote for secession in order
to pitt on record my disagreement to the
manner in which Western Australia has
been treated under Federation. If we can-
not get secession, I will join with, I be-
lieve, 95 per cent. of the rest of this com-
munity in asking for some alteration. I
fear that if we submit to the people merely
the question of secession, there will be a
tremendous upheaval. However, by the
method T suggest there need be no
upheaval. Ardent secessionists need not
be afraid of obtaining a vote on
the question of a convention. Why not
give the people an opportunity to express
their opinion on that point -1 doubt
strongly whether we can achieve secession,
and I am not satisfied that the only method
of seeking relief is to disunite Australia.
In the direction I have suggested, I he-
lieve, the other States will join with us, and
we shall get somethink, alhough not all
we desire. The Senate can never be a
States' House, because no question can
arise on which Western Australian sena-
tors can effectively vote for the State of
Western Australia without some senators
representing other States giving up some-
thing. I want to get the right for this
Parliament to control 'titters that, are
essentially local, or even parochial, leav-
ing the Federal Parliament to control mat-
ters that are essentially Australian, affect-
ing the whole of Australia. There are Aus-
tralian questions which the Federal Parlia-

enut has not touched for 30 years, simply
because they are difficult.

Mr. ANGELO: I shall vote for the
amendment. I can do nothing else, because
for the last twelve years I have urged
that the Government of the day should tie-
niand a convention as promised by the
framers of the Constitution. But I would
like that amendment to be put in a dif-

ferent way. I would like it to precede the
other clause, and I would like to add the
words "If the holding of this convention
is refused, then are you in favour of seces-
sion ?" When the member for Ratanning,
moved a motion in favour of secession last
year, I urged the Premier to approach the
Federal Government and the other State
Governments for the holding of a conven-
tion. That being refused, I would go
straight for secession. We should then he
able to tell the people, ''We have ex-
hausted every constitutional method of
getting redress, and it is refused us; and
therefore our only eourse is to cut adrift."
I would much prefer the amending of the
Federal Constitution to secession. I move
an amendment on the amendment--

That between ''Representatives of"~ and
''the Australian States'' in line 2 of the
amendment, there be inserted ''equal number
from each of."

Otherwvise the Commonwealth and the States
wvill tell us, "Ye; we will give you a con-
vention, but on the representation of each
State." Such a convention would be abso-
lutely useless: we would have only four or
five representatives out of 60. The conven-
tion that framed the Constitution had equal
rtepreseiitatiutt from each colony.

Hon. P. Collier: I have no objection to a
convention on the basis of equal representa-
tion of the States.

Mr. ANGELO: Twelve years ago the then
Peier asked MT. Hughes, the then Prime

lMinister, to arrange for a convention. Mr.
Hughes agreed, and even introduced a Bill
for the purpose into the House of Repre-
sentatives; but for some reason niever ex-
plained he suddenly withdrew the measure
and announced that a special constitutional
session of the Federal Parliament would be
held to suggest amendments to the Consti-
tution. Why was that done? So that
Western Australia would have to be satis-
fled with five representatives out of 75.
Moreover, that special session has never
been called.

iMr. PIESSE: Would I be in order, Mr.
Chairman, in moving an amendment to in-
sert after "Add," in line 1 of the amend-
ment, the words "Unless a convention of
representatives of the Australian States be
summoned before the 30th June, 1932, for
the purpose of proposing such alterations
in the Constitution of the Commonwealth
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as may appear to such convention to be

necessary",
The CHAIRMAIN: I am afraid 1 can-

not accept that amendment on the amend-
ment. It appears to me as being more in
the nature of a proviso than of a question
to be asked. I must rule it out of order.

Hon. M%. F. TROY: The amendment on
the amendment is just as futile as the Bill
itself. The member for Oascoyne says that
if we do not pass this proposal, the Eastern
States will not give us due representation
on the convention. Does not the hon. mem-
ber realise that we cannot force our will
on the Eastern States?

Mr. Wells: We can tell them what we
think about it.

Hon. Mi. F. TROY: The whole thing is
utterly futile. The bun, member does not
trust the other States.

Mr. Wells: I should not think he -would.

Hon. M. F. TROY. Yet be is simple
enough to think that if we vote for a con-
vention they will agree to it. Nothing we
can say will have any avail with them. The
hon. member's proposed amendment is like
his own pompous simplicity. What does it
matter to the people of the Eastern States
what we mnay put in the Bill? The whole
thing is stupid and futile and valueless. We
can afford to ignore it, f or we cannot im-
pose our will on the Eastern States.

Mr. Wells: They have imposed their on
us for long enough.

Hon. Kii F. TROY: The Eastern States
have never given any serious thought to this
question. There has been no agitation for it
over there.

Mr. Sampson: Yes, there is great dissatis-
faction in Tasmania.

Ron. M. F. TROY: The Bill itself is a
mere waste of time, and this amendment i~s
utterly stupid and pompous.

-Mr. Parker: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion mcved the amendment, to which the
member for Gascoyne has moved a further
amnendlinent.

lion. lii. F. TROY: The Leader of the
Opposition was compelled to move the
amendment because the Government have
%earnied the second reading of the Bill, which
mean.s au expenditure of thousands of
pound.. without any result. We have been
told the people of the Eastern States are
hostile to us, yet now we are invited to tell
them what we want them to do. Fancy dis-
cming a Bill that can get ns nowhere, and

will mean nothing but an enormous expen-
diture of money by a Government whose
finances are £900,000 behind on a few
mouths' operations.

-Mr. ANGELO: 1 do not desire to dic-
tate to the other States. The Leader of
the Opposition suggested that a second ques-
tion should be put to the electors, and I
want to make that question easily understood
hr thorn. The moment the ballot papers are
openied the electors w'ill he zisking wvhat sort
of a convention it is we aire providing for.
M1y amendment will answer that question.
The member for Mt. Ma1gnet was trying to
throDw cold water on the Bill, hut the rest

-tusz are very serious about it.
Mr. SAMPSON: The House has agreed

to a rote being taken on the question of
s-eessioll. I hope that question will not be
clouded by the submission of a second ques-
tion.

The CHIRMAN: At the moment we are
discussing only the amendment moved by
the member for Cascoyqe.

.Mr. SAMPSON: I propose to yote
:against both amendments. I am sure the
inclusion of the amendment on the amend-
ment wvill have a most disturbing effect, will
embarrass the position, and will cloud the
issue.

Aniendmnent on the amnendment put and
passed; the amendment, as amended, agreed
to.

Claus-e, as amiended, agreed to.

t'lauses 7 to 9-agreed to.

Clause iD-Forms of ballot paper:

Hon. P1. COIL~IER: I have on the Notice
Paper two amendments to this clause. I as-
sume they will be taken as consequential.-

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, they will be
taken iis consequential,

Clause piut and passed.

Clauses 11, 12-agreed to.

Clause 13-Method of voting:

lon. P. COLLIJER: I move an amend-
mnet-

That the following suhelause he added:-
1(2) A separate ballot paper for each qucs-

ti-i shall he supplied to every elector desir-
ing- to vot.''

Amen dmnt put and passed; the clause,
a'Imended, agreed to.

Clause, 14 and1( 1-5 ,-agreedl to.
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Clause IG-Counting of votes:

Ron. P. COLLIER: I move an amnend-
ment-

That thle following subelause be added to
stand as S,,belause 6:-''The provisions of
this section shall be mtade use of for the
ascertainmtent and publication of the result
of the voting on each question separately.''

Amendment put and passed; the elnu~e.
ats amended, agreed to.

Clause 17-18, Schedule-agreed to.

Title:

Onl motion by Mir. Parker, the Title was
amended to read as follows: "An Act to
submit to a referendum questions in rela-
tion to) the State of Western Australia andl
the Federal Commonwealth established
under the Commonwealth of Australia Conx-
stitution (Imperial)."

Bill reported with amendments and an
a ao iendinent to thle 'ri tie.

JBILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 6).

Second Reading.

Debated resumed from the 24th Novem-
ber.

MR. PARKER (North-East Fremantle)
[S. 37]: From what we bare heard this
Bill a pparently h)as been brought down to.
ireet certain individual cases. That, in in'
opinion, is wrong. [ would poinlt out that
iis regrds one livense i priovisioflal I ertifl-
ca te was1 granted for a building- in vlosc
pr-oxi mity to another licensed] house within
about at quarter of it mile. That ceirtificate,
woo, granted ma inly on the ground that
there was not sufficient bar aecoinmodatioti
in the existing licensed house, and the pro~-
visional certificate was granted for six
montlhs. The landlord of the other house-
decided to effect the necessary improve-
onts iii order to, avoid the possibility of'

opposition coming along., from another alp-
plica at. I an) informed, antd I believe cor-
reetly', that soehn vrf,OOO is being
.spent iI improvements at that p~articullar
hotel to meet the requirements that thle
bench a pparent] *v considered were necessary
when they granted the provisional certificatp
for the other hotel which is not yet erected.
If wp take into consideration the question

of the money that is lost, or is likely to be
lost, that aslpeet of thle case should be pre
sented.

MAr. Mfillington: lDo yout consider it pro-
tessiomal etiquette, having failed before one
court, to continue your advocacy here?

Mir. PARKER: No.
Alr. Millington: 1 consider your condut

Positively indecent.
Mr. PARKER: I dare say you would.
Honl. P. Collier: It looks like special

pleading for a client.
Air. PARKER: Perhaps it is. I no not

think we should legislate for an individual.
HOn]. P. Collier: You are speaking for

an individual nowv.
Mr. P3ARKER: I am", and the reason I

am doing so is because the argument ten~lh
that way.

Hon,. P. Collier: You aire not suggesting
that ease as being typical? Anyway, you
are now speaking nlot for the public but
for an individual.

Air. PARKER: Ian, speaking for the
public.

Holl. P. Collier: Just now you are speak.
ing for anl individual.

Mr. PARKER: For both the public
unvent d that quarter and the individual. I
wus 'lot enlgaglel to appear hy an mdni-
rid nal, butl by it large number of people
who wvere opposed to thle granting of tho
provisional license.

Hon. P. Collier: And the one individlual
for whom you aire speaking has since en-
larged his bar.

Mr. PARKER: 3. believe he has.
Mr. Corboy: Do you not suppose that

the public would welcome competition?
Mr. PARKER : The people around that

q~uarter do not wvant competitlion.
Mr. H. W. -%annt: Canl you explain why

the app~licant for the newv license, was able
to get such a majority for his petition?7

Mr. PARKER: Yes, I canl.
Hon, 1'. Collier: You are speaking for a

publican who, since the granting of the
provisional license, has enlarged his bar.

Mr. PARK ER: What T said was that
as the argumient was drifting in a certain
direction, it wats right to let the House
know something about thle other side.

Hon'. P. Collier : The other side of the
individual.

Mr. Corboy: You have already told us
we should not legislate for individuals, and
now you are putting this tip.
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Mr. PARKER: I am stating the other
side of the question. Members opposite can
vote whichever way they like. It is only
right to bring up the matter here. We have
been told what it Ias cost these people to
make an application for a provisional
license; therefore it is only right and fair
that members should know what amount
wvas paid to oppose a particular license.

Mr. Corboy: The man you are speaking
for has his pub and his license and the
other men have not.

Hon. P. Collier: And to retain his
license he bad to spend another thousand
pounds. He engaged you purely in the in-
terests of his license, not in the interests of
the people.

Mr. PARKER: It was a public body
that engaged me. One of the individuals is
well known to the Leader of the Opposi-
lion; I do not wish to mention his name.
It is only right that the House should know
there is another side to the personal ques-
tion, and that is all I wish to advance. I
am opposed to the Hill on the ground that
it is retrospective legislation.

Hon. P. Collier: You have voted for re-
trospective legislation over and over again.

Mr. PARKER: That may be.
Han. P. Collier: You voted for retro-

spective legislation in cutting down wvages.
Mr. PARKER: .1 voted for the enter-

gency legislation.
'Mr. 'Millington: The emtergency legisla-

tion is inevitably retrospective.
Mr. Corboy: The Hill wre are discussing-

is emergency legislation. You would inflict
hardship on thousands, whereas this Bill
will inflict a hardship on one.

The Minister for Railways: T.s this a
football or a cricket match?

Mr. SPEAKER: I really must ask
members to keep order.

Mr. PARKERt: I have mafde the points
I wish to make and I shall oppose the Bill.

MR. MARSHALL (Mfurchison) [8.45]:
1 regret that I have to oppose the Bill.
Although it represents an improvement on
the previous measure introduced by the
member for Perth (Mr. H. W. M1ann), it
has the same objective and affects the same
people. The debate has not been a particu-
larly dry one, and most of the interjectiong
have been regarding interested persons.
There have been a great number of pernons

interested in these lieen~es, involving 1,o0
or more! The Bill will amend one of the
most important pieces of legislation on the
statute book and will conserve the interests
of four individuals only. Thus, it is quite
a personal matter.

Mr. II. W. Mann: Do you object to thiat-?
Mr. MAR SHALL: Of course I do. 1

object to piecemeal amending of legislation.
Mr. 11. W. Mann: Even when individuals

suiffer an injustice?
M-%r. 'MARSHALL: There is no injustice

About it, although I regret that certain
pe ople have lost on their investments.

Mr. Patrick: They were only gamblingr
with their investments.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so. They have
been permitted to hawk their provisional
licenses for 12 months and now the member
for Perth wants, by the Bill, to permit them
to hawk those licenses for a further 12
mionths. Perhaps at the end of that time
we will have a similar Bill introduced again,
and so we will have perpetual motion until
Ihe time comes when they can find buyer.%
for their licenses.

MAr. Hf. W. Mann: You are not jusiMld
in saying that.

Mr. .MARSH1ALL: The lion. memciber said
nothing to convince me to the contrary. He
talked about the number of men who would
be emoployed on the work; carpenters,
joiners and journeymuen of all descriptions
were to be engaged on the erection of four
hotels.

Mr. Panton: There are 40,000 boys leav-
ing' school.

Mr. Corboy: There will be jobs for them
as stewards.

Mr. ARSHALL; Yes, everyone w~ll
have a job. The Licensing Act is far too
important to be tinkered with in this way.
This is the sixth amending Bill that we have
had this session, and the member for Perth
has been responsible for four of them.

Mr. H. W. M.Nann: That shows how accur-
ate you are.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: It is near enough to
accuracy, having regard to the inaccuracy
of the bon. member. As a protest against
this sort of legislation, I shall move that
the Bill be read this day six months4.

Mr. Corboy: Don't do that. Let us de-
feat it at the second reading stage.

The Mfinister for Mines: Why siv
months? We may not be here.
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Mr. MARSHALL: Six months is good
enough for mie.

Mr. Raphael: Have you got six months?
31r. MARtSHALL: It won't be too long

before the hon., member will get six months.
M3r. Raphael: Then I will have what yon

have had already.
Mr. MARSHALL: 'Jhe outlook in this

State does not warrant the granting of any
further liquor licenses for some consider-
able time to come. There are quite sufficient
already and the Licensing Court should not
be allowed to grant any more.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a mutter for
the Licensing Court.

Mr. IMARSHALL: I agree that the dle-
cisions; regarding the provisional licenses
were for the Licensing Court to determine,
but the court has determined many matters
contrary te my' opinion.

Hon. P. Collier: This is not a matter for
the Liceiisinig Court.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not care a con-
tinental for anyone. I will have my say.
I am not here to be talked about as to
whether this is a matter for the Licensing
Court or not. if I had my way the Licens-
ing Court would not be in office for 24
hours. If hon. members bad taken the
trouble to inspect some of the sites where
provisional licenses had been granted, they
would agree with me that there was noe
necessity for them. I mention particularly
the license granted for a hotel on the North
Beach-road. Last week I inspected the
site and found that it was less
than a quarter of a mile from an,
other hotel in one direction, and
about a mile away from another hotel in
the opposite direction. The block was
hardly' big enough to erect a decent hotel
on.

Mr. H. W. Mann: What is the size of the
block ?

Mr. MARSHALL: I should say scarcely
half an acre.

Mr. H. W. Mann: It has a frontage of
190 feet by 200 feet in depth.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is not big enough
to provide the accommodation necessary.

Mr. Corboy: But the block is larger
than the one on which the Savoy Hotel is
built.

Mr. MARSHALL: That may be so. but
that is a different matter altogether. Even
if the block were large enough, there is the

additional fact that it adjoins a resente
with uHinerol's intersections at that point.
That is where it is proposed to erect a
hotel that i., not warranted at all. I do
not want any' one to die of thirst. I do not
think they will do so between that site and
the hotels on either side. I am sorry that
certain individuals have invested money in
these proposed hotels and have lost it.
That is in accordance with ordinary busi-
ness. Some people speculate and make
moneyv, while others lose. It is their mis-
fortune. My regret in that regard, how-
ever, will not influence me respecting my
attitude towards the Bill. No further
hotels are warranted, and I shall oppose
anything of the sort until the State is
verging on prosperity once more. I have
already expressed my opinion regarding
the Licensing Court. Ib ave followed the
operations of the court and in many re-
spects they have done good work. On the
other hand, the members of the court have
dlone very badly.

Hon. P. Collier: That has nothing to do
with the Bill.

Mr. MARSHA.LL: At Kalgoorlie a week
or two ago there wvas an insignificant,
crumbling structure-

Hon. P. Collier: What has that to do
with the Bill ?

The SPEAKER: I am afraid the mem-
ber for Murchison is transgressing.

Mr. MARSHALL: I may be.
'The SPEAKER: I would like the hon.

member to confine his remarks to the
Bill.

Mr. MARSHALL: I apologise, Mr.
Speak-er. I intended to show that the
Licensing Court have been undeniably
wrong in some of their decisions.

The SPEAKER: That is not under dis-
cussion.

Mr. MARSHALL: I shall not pursue it.
T am opposed to giving the Licensing Court
power to grant these provisional licenses

Hton. P. Collier: The Bill does not give
the court any power.

Mr. MARSHALL: The court can extend
the provisional licenses.

Hon. P. Collier: No, not the court.
Mr. MARSHA-LL: The other Bill pro-

vided that the court should have power to
extend the licenses, but the Bill before us
provides that we shall extend them. I ob-
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jeet to that, and as a protest I move an
amendment-

That "'now"' be struck out and "this day
six months'" added to the motion.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [0,501- 1
hope that the good sense and common in-
stinets of justive of members will enable
them to agree to the Bill. The member for
MAurehison (Mr. 'Marshall objects because
it affects four or five men only. T do not
know oif ainy miember who has taken 'ip
more time in adlvocating anid ighting for
the interests; of one individuial than that
hon. member. I can recall one oeca-iion
last year when he held tip the House for
two and a half years-i mean hours.

Mr. Parker: It seemed like years.

Hon. P. COLLIER:- That was done i n the
interests of one man. TV the meniber for
Murehison is known for one- thing more
than another it is for his fights for indi-
viduals;. He -believed ithat ain injustice
had been done. He never hesitates to ad-
vance his claims; in this Rouse when he
believes injustice has been done to an in-
dividual. But now the bon. member ob-
j1ets hecause the Bill affects four or five
individuals. It has been urged by some
that the Bill represents special pleading
for a few individuals. On the other hand,
I suggest that there has been snipe special
Pleading for a few individuals who are
financially, interested in the defeat of the
Bill-publicans. who do not want competi-
tion. hut desire to maintain the monopoly
they enjoy and do not desire to see an-
other hotel erected within -reasonable dis-
tance of them. There has been some re-
gard for special pleading in that direction.
What does it amnount to ? Those concerned
ore citizens of this State. and I do not
hesitate to say that I know some of them.
T am not --peaking in their interests. hut I
know them to be good citizens and promi-
nent business men for over 30 years. They
made application for a provisional license
and the court granted it, and the on~estion
whether they ought or ought not to build
their hotel-. mentioned byv the member for
Mfurchis-nn. does not arise at all. This is
not the place to deride that (juestion: it
has been dccided hr the Licensing Coutrt
that a provisionnl certificate shonid be
-ran ted. The men who applied for the cer-
tiflcatei hanve spent considerable ,;nm4 of

money, as mentioned by the member for
Perth, £1,000, £2,000 or £3,000, in all good
faith and in the belief and assurance from
their bankers that the money would be-
available. Members know that the bot-
loin dropped out of everything in a night.
Those men found themselves tinable to ob-
tain the money which they were assoired
would he avilable to them, and so they
could not go on. Are 'we to say in cold
blood that they altould lose C2.000 or
.C3,000 through no fa-ul t of th eir o wn T
The% complied with the law of the land,
except to the extent that the money was
not available to them. What have we beer
doing daring the last three or four months

butf passing 'Bills to give relief to sections
of the community who are unable to meet
their financial obliga~tiouns ? tf in normal
times men contracted to erect ertpain
buildings within a specified time and wnre
not able to fulfil their contracts, we could
uinderstand the attitude of some membeirs,
huJt these;c are not normnal times. They are
abnormal and absolutely exceptional timesq,
and because individuals find themselves in
the Sane difficulty in which the State finds;
itself and in which nearly every member

fns himself, are we to say that they shall
lose £2,000 or 03,M0 because they ar-e not
able, for the time being, to comply with
the statute ? Are we going to deny to
them, althottgh they are only a few, an Op-
portunity for twvelve tuouiths to find thle
money necessary to fulfil their obliga-
tions 7, For months we have been pasqqing
legislation giving concessions to every-
bondy.

Ron. W. D). Johnson: They are under
penalties in mnany cases.

lIon. P. COLLIER: It may be said that
they can apply again, but they have no
gularantee of preference. Surtely we mulst
have regard for the fact that those men
in all good faith have spent several thous-
ands of pounds, perhaps all the money they
had, in the belief that they would be abl e
to carry on, but everything went upside
down and prevented them from carrying
out their undertakings.. If we are going to
dleny consideration to men of that kind,
then we have been h-ypocrites for the p-4st
two or three Miontbs in giving relief in all
directions-to the Government and to all
sections of the ennimunitv. There is no-
thin,- nureas-onable in the Bill, It merely
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asks for ain extension Lit time tor 12 months.
Study) that. is fair in view of the legisla-
[ion, we have been passing in the last few
mnonths. I hope the House will never give
a vote that will practically rob good, honest
citizens, although. they may be few in nuim-
her, It is no ease against them because
they are few in number. The rights of one
individual in thle community are as sacred
as thle rights of a thousand. Because those
men ae few in number, we must not deny
them at reasonable measure of protection.
1 ;tntire [ile House w~ill pass thle secondI
reLading Of [ile bill.

MR. PANTON (Leederville) [9.5]: 1
support thle amendment. I ani rather sur-
prised at the Leader of the Opposition;
who usually is at least consistent. He has
dwelt ilt consideralJe length on the legis,-
lation that has lbeen, passed this session to
relieve the Government particularly, hut he
fought practically every clause in thos"
Bills.

l-ion. P. Collier: I did not say the Gov-
erment.

Mr PANTON: Thle lion. member dis-
tinctly said we had been legislating all
throughI the session to relieve people and
particularly the Government. There is no
escaping from what he said. He fought
ailmost every velatuse of those Bills.

Bon. P. Collier: T did not fight every
clause.

Mr. PANTON : There wvere very few that
lie did not fight, andt if lie dlid not fight them,
his supporters did, ably and eloquently ledl
by him.

Hon. P. Collier: I did uxot.
Mr. PANTON: If there was any, clause

lie did not fight-
Mr. Parker: It was the short title.
.4r. PANTON: It wa- some clansi- nol

worth worrying about. Yet, all of a sud-
dcii, when relief is sought for someone else,
lhe Jath all eloquent speech, it speech ,o
eloqluent that my only regret is it was not
devoted to a more worthly cause. What is
[lie position? The law of the land stater
definitely and decisively that if a provi7
sional certificate is granted to an applicant:
he has to comlly with the conditions in
12 months.

Hron. P. Collier: Are not you breaking
laws everyv day?

Mr. PANTOY: Speak for yourself; T
am 'not.

BOIt. 1'. Collier: Of course you axe.
Mr, ['ANTON: 1 object to that. The

hion. member has no right to say that I am
breaking laws every day.

lion. 1P. Collier: The conversion Bill, for
03We.

Mr. PANTON : I did not break it.
Bon. P. Collier: Yon voted for it.
Mr. PANTON : That may be breaking -i

profuse, with tile making of which I had
nothing to do. 1 was not interested in the
Bill, because 1 had nothing to convert. The
law of the country provides that provisional
certificates ,hill[ be granted for 12 months.
The applicants knewv of that. I do not know
what took place when the case wAs heard-I
was not suffiiently interested to he present
-but the applicants must have convinced
the court that they were able to carry on.
Evidently they failed to do so. Why? There
is only One logical reason; they had not the
mloney, to fulfil the conditions of the pro-
visional certificate.

The 31inister for Railways: Every mort-
gag~or Convinced the mortgagee that he could
carry onl, and yet we had to give relief.

31r. PANTON: Thle applicants either did
not have the money or failed to obtain it
front those whom they expected to provide
it.

Mr. IT. W. Mlann; That is the point.
Mr. PAXTON: That being so, are mein-

be's optimistic enough to believe that when
the trade has not warranted the expenditure
of the money during the past 12 months, it
wvill be warranted during the next 12
months?

Mr. Corbov: Yes.
Mr. PANTON: What does the hion. mem-

her know about it? I do not suppose he
knows 2.5 yards of Wembley, and yet he
says "Yes."

Alr% Marshall: If he ever saw it, it was
at night time, from a motor car.

Mr. Corboy: I lived there for 16 years,
so I know more about it than the member
for Mutrchison. Then I left the district.

Mr. Marshall: That is why it is making
progress now.

Mr. PANTON: Since the hion. member
left the district, there is room for two more
hotels. Is ally member optimistic enough to
believe that the expenditure oil those hotels
will be warranted in 1932? That is what
the Bill provides.

Hon. P. Collier: There will be lots of
changes in the next 12 months.
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Mr. PANT ON: Yes. Amongst other
things a Federal election is coming on. This
Bill is to operate till the end of 1932. If
trade does not warrant the expenditure of
the money on hotels to-day, I do not think
there is any possibility of its being war-
ranted next year. Money for the building
of hotels can be obtained only from finan-
ciers. Obviously the Bill would not be before
us if the individuals had the money. A
venture to say that the financiers will be
as careful in the next 12 months as they
have been in the last year.

Hon. P. Collier: Look at the improvement
in wheat and wool prices.

Mr. PANT ON: I do not think that will
have much effect on -Mt. Hawthorn or
Wembley. I live in the centre of Leeder-
ville, which numerically is the largest elec-
torate in the State, and I venture to say that
anyone acquainted with the number of un-
employed there- the Minister knows how
many there are-

The Minister for Railways: Do not bring
me into it.

Mr. PANTON: There is not likely to be
much improvement in the number of un-
employed in the Wemubley, Leederville and
Mt. Hawthorn districts during the next 12
months.

The Minister for Railways-: The building
of these pubs would make a difference.

Mr. PANTON: It would provide work
for a few men, but the financiers who arc
to iprovide money to build hotels -will want
to know the prospects of being paid their
interest and capita!.

Mr. Corboy: The wowsers out there will
keep them going, once they are built.

Mr. PANTON: The hon. member can
speak for himself. He is handy at inter-
jecting. Like a lot of other members, he
voted against the previous Bill. I wvish to
congratulate the mnember for Perth on his
organising ability. Not during this Parlia-
ment has he put in mole work than during
this week. I congratulate him. It is mar-
yellous how many members have swung
round from the view they held a week ago.
I am like the member for. M~urchison; I have
no interest in any shape or form. I do not
know any of the men concerned except Mr.
Monaghan. I know him very little and I do
not suppose he know,; too mnuch good about
me. The individual is not worrying me one
iota. If we pass this Bill we shall establis;h
a precedent for -which we shall be sorry.

There is not a shadow of doubt that at the
end of 1932 the member for Perth, if he is
consistent and does his Job as well as he has
done it this week, wvill he here pleading for
another 12 months; for those people.

Hon. P. Collier: Not necessarily.
Mr. PAN TON: Undoubtedly that is what

will happen if he is consistent.
Hon. P. Collier: Not at all.
Mr. PAYTON.: If there is one thing we

can say of the member for Perth, it is that
hie is consistent and tenacious, He has
proved it in regard to this matter. Only a
week ago he was so well trounced that he was
left with only the short title of the Bill, hut
he has succeeded in getting the matter once
more before the House.

Hon. P. Collier: Trounced in a House of
22.

M1r. PANT ON: No, 26; the voting was 1.3
ont each side. If the Leader of the Opposi-
tion does not know it, let me tell him there
have been more important resolutions car-
riedl in this Hnus:e in the last 48 hours on a

smlevoting strength than that. The occa-
sions when it is p~ossible to get a full House4,
are when thiere is a discussion on the liquor
trade or on a trotting meeting.

The Mfinister for Railways: That is not
fair; it is like mnixing- oil and water.

Mr. P'ANT fi-N: I hope inembers will stick
to their gunis.

The M.1inister for Railw-ays:- It will cost
them a license fee of 5s. if they stick to their
guns.

Mr. PIANTON: That would he cheaper
than this business. I hope members will not
set a prccedent for which they will be sorry.
I have no ax. to grind. I do not know the
liensee of the Qxford Hotel, or the other
piersonl. A uteniher 411 this Chamber last
night told mne that the owner of the Oxford
Hotel had explined to him that she had
spent £1,000 on her place sice the Mht.
jIawthjorn Hotel had been put out otf exist-
ence. She spent this; money to bring her
hotel up to date.

Mr. H1. W. -Man: The license only ex-
pired on the 30th of last month.

Mr. PAXTON: Are we going to legislate
to help this lady get back the £1,000 she has
spent? If th~e m"ember for Perth i6 so
italiioUS about his clients,, let him bring down
a motion that iii the opinion of this llsn~e
this money should be returned to the lady in
rjice4irou. 3reouiers niiu4 not forget that ai
Rloyal (onoliision travelled throughout the
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country for weeks dealing with the liquor
traffic, but, notwithstanding the work that
was done then, the member for Perth comes
down with this tiddlywinking amendment
which will interfere with legislation that is
of the utmost importance to the State.

Hon. P. Collier: But the Commission sat
10 or 15 years ago.

Mr. PANTON: I do not care how long
ago it sat. I understand that those things
which make up the trade improve with age.

Mr. H. W. Mann : The Act has been
amiended every year since then.

Mr. PAN\TON: No. Never before have
efforts been made to amend it six times in
one short session, and three of these times
by one individual. I hope members will
stick to their guns. I am prepared to go to
any length to see that justice is done to these
people, and that they have their money re-
funded to them in the circumsxtances, but I1
am not prepared to go to the length of
amending important legislation by the means
proposed.

MR. -SAMPSON (Swan) [0.17]: 1 am
prepared to support any endeavour that is
made to secure a refund of a portion or
the whole of the money paid by those to
whom provisional licenses were granted,
and have no desire to be a party to estreat-
ing that money if it con he shown that,
through no fault of those individuals, the
buildings have not been gone on with. We
hove been told that the Oxford Hotel has
been improved and that additional accom-
modation has been provided.

Mr. Corboy: A thousand pounds has been
spent in three weeks, it is alleged.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the hon. member will
give the House the facts, I will listen to him
without continually interrupting him. The
position indicated biy the member for North-
East Fremantle has thrown a new light on
the question. He has given reasons -why
the Bill should not be passed. When the
question of the issue of a provisional license
for Aft. Hawthorn was being considered by
the Licensing Bench, a grat deal of local
feeling was engendered.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the subject
matter of discussion.

Mr. SAMPSON: The people of that ter-
ritory would probably be glad to have an
opportunity of considering the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: That cannot be dis-
cussed now.

Air. SAMPSON: This is the first time
I have spoken on this question.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not proceed along those lines.

Mr. SAMPSON: When the board were
dealing with this proposed hotel, a state-
nient was made in the Press that it was
possible to walk from another hotel to the
site in four minutes. If that is so, there
is no need to go any further into the matter.

Hon. P. Collier:-
Mr. SAMEPSON:
Mr. SPEAKER:

with the Bill.
Mr. SAMPSON:

to the interjection.
Mr. SPEAKER:

not do so.

The court decides that.
I know.
That has nothing to do

I should like to reply

The bon. member must

Mr. SAMPSON: The amendment is an
excellent one for, if carried, it will
mean the killing of the Bill. It has bean
shown there is no great public need for
an hotel at Mt. Hawthorh. In Victoria
Park there are two hotels that are well eon-
ducted.

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do
with the Bill.

Mr. SAMPSON: There is great justi-
fication for the carrying of the amendment
as far as Victoria Park is concerned. In
'iiew of the accommodation that is avail-
able there, and the excellent way in which
the hotels are conducted, I hope this exten-
sion will not be grante&AZ We have been
urged to have nothing to do with retrospec-
tive legislation.

Hon. P. Collier: You have always voted
for it.

Mr. H. W. Mann: You ought to be the
last one to talk about that.

Hon. P. Collier: If any attempt is made
to cut down wages, you will vote for it.

Mr. SAMPSON: -This Bil stands for
retrospective legislation.

Hon. P. Collier: That is what you always
say when it suits you.

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not stand for it
nW.

Hon. P. Collier: If you had any money
in it you would.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Bill is bad in prin-
ciple. I am prepared to consider refunding
the whole or portion of the money paid by
these people, but I think it would be had
for the State if we supported a measure
like this. I shall therefore vote for the,
amendment.
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Amnendmient put, and a divisi
with the following result:-

Ayes .

Noes .

Majority against

Mr. Coverley
Mr. Hegney
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Panton
M r. Parker
Mr. Sampson

MAr. Angel.
Mr. Barnard
Mr. Brown
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Ferguson
Miss Holmno
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Janrd
Mr. H. W. Mann

Arra.
Walker
Lindsay
Patrick
Wilson

Avcs.
Xr.
Mr
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noma5.
M14r.
Mr.
Mir.
Sir
Mr.
Mrr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

PAIES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Se-a ddla
Thorn
Wuansbrl
W~ells
Do ney

onl taken Mr. Panton: Seven months.
--%r. R. W. MANN: It is nlot a matter

11 of six months nierely to get the motley;
21 the building must be completed in six
- months, and nothing can be done tis year

1owin to the approach of the Christmas
- holidays. I am sure the holl. member does

not desire to be unfair, and is not moving
the amendment out of sheer cussedness. As

ough I mentioned in my second reading speech,
two of the provisional certificates expired

(Teller.) [last month, and one expired in May last.

J1. 1. Mann,
Me La rty
V! IIli Dgtnn
Tames Mitrhell

Pipspe
Raphael
St Caian
J1. M. Sithu
North

(Teller.)

NOES.
S. H. Smith
McCalluni
Willeocc
Teeadal.

Amendment thus negatived.

Question Putl and passed.

Hill read a second time.

In Cornmittee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; Mr. H. W.
Mann in charge of the Bill.

Clause I-agreed to.

Clause 2-Aniendluent of Section 62:

Mr. PANTON: I move 8.11 amiendmfent--

That in line 2 of proposed Subsection 3, the
words ''thirty-first day of December" be
struck Out, and "thirtiethl day of June' in-
serted in lieu.

There has been much talk as to the unfor-
tunate position of the gentlemen concerned.
Let us test how they stand. Their time rati
oitt months ago. My amendment proposes
a fair compromise, giving them seven
months beyond the time the law allowed
them originally. I should like to know
whether the wording of the clause means
that some of the gentlemen obtained their
provisional certificates in 1930, which ;,s
going back a long way.

Air. H. W. 'MANN: I hope the Samn-
ment will not be carried. The hon. member
must realise how impracticable it would be
to do anything uinder the amendment.

Amndment put and( negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported wvithout amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL-DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council notifying that
it insisted on its amendment No. 1, to which
the Assembly had disagreed, now considered.

In Gommnittee'.

Air. pontion in the Chair; the premier in
charge of the Hill.

The PREMIER: I move-

That the Assembly continue to disagree to
the amendment made by the Council.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report

adopted.

Request for Conference.

The PREMIER: I move -

Thtat a coliferente be requested with the
Legislative Council onl this Bill, and that at
spelt conference the Assembly managers be
Mr. Millington, the Minister for Railways,
nod the mover.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly transmitted to the Council.

House ad~journed at 9.42 p.m.


